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September Meeting Notice 

  

“Kits & Plans” 
 

A Roundtable 
 

Here is your chance to share with your mates all your best 
(and worst) experiences with building kits and roll out your 
neatest sets of plans for inspection by the crew.  This session 
should get all the creative juices flowing and provide us great 
inspiration for our coming winter projects.   
If you have a kit model you would like to show, bring it along 
so Leon can add it to our photo gallery. 
 
 
Seventh in our new series, Historic American Warships, 
features the Attack Nuclear Submarine Nautilus (SSN-571), 
the US Navy’s first nuclear powered submarine.  Read about 
her on page 5. 
 
 

Our next meeting will be at 7:15 p.m. Wednesday, 
September 16, 2009 

At the Community Presbyterian Church 
407 Main Street in Mount Prospect 

 

● ● Scuttlebutt ●●  

 ● ● Making Your Own Decals ●●  
By Tim Riggs 

 See  Decals, Page 6               
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    omodore Sid Wotman rang our ship’s bell at 7:30 to 
open the meeting with 27 hands present—a fine turnout, 
mates.  A returning mate, Bruce Hoff, was welcomed 
back aboard.  The agenda for the evening included a dis-
cussion of and vote on the tabled motion to purchase li-
ability insurance for the club and its officers.  The motion 
being voted down, the issue was closed. 
   John Pocius gave us a quick report on his new web 
site and a request for members to either furnish him pho-
tos of their completed models or to bring the model in to 
future meetings for a photo record; this to help fill out the 
model ship gallery.   
   Bob Filipowski (Tri-Club Treasurer) made a plea for all 
members to sign up for the annual Tri-Club meeting 
scheduled for Saturday, November 7, 2009  at the earliest 
possible date so that the planners can assure enough 
food is ordered to feed everyone.  We were reminded that 
the $20 fee is a very good bargain for a whole day of 
presentations, seminars, coffee - lunch and lots of cama-
raderie.  You can pay in cash or make out a check to 
“Chicago Tri-Club Association” for the $20 and mail it to:  
Bob Filipowski, 619 N. Eastwood Ave., Mt. Prospect, IL  
60056.  As an added feature, Gordon Stiller, a well 
known professional 
carver, will be a fea-
tured speaker in the 
morning along with 
several other excel-
lent presentations by 
Tri-Club members.  
The afternoon’s ac-
tivities will be de-
voted to round tables  
on specific topics 
lead by experts in 
their field.   
The new venue for 
the meeting will be  
the Lutheran Church of the Ascension, 460 Sunset Ridge 
Rd., Northfield, IL, as per the  
attached map above.  See  Scuttlebutt, Page 6               

   One of the problems faced by model-
ers, especially those who scratch build, is 
decals.  Searching for decals just the 
right size, scale, color, font, etc. is a 
daunting task.  But not anymore.  The 
desk top computer and the endless num-
ber of graphic soft wares now allows any-
one to make their own special designs or 
replicate known graphic decals at home. 

   If you have a model that is not in a typical scale, then 
you have a need for custom decals for such items as: 
vessel name, port name, ship’s number, plimsol mark, 
depth marks, trail board scrolls, windows, doors and flags. 
   Decal kits and paper are available at 
model hobby shops, Micro Mark, on line 
(www.testors.com) and Ebay.  The cost 
for a starter kit is around $10 and includes 
all  you need to make decals on your 
home INK JET printer.  
   Your design can be managed  in several 
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    A few months ago I was asked if 
the Shipwrights was successful as 
a club under my “command”; with-
out hesitation I answered “yes”, 
looking ahead to a golden or at 
least silver parachute at the end of 
my tenure.  In my mind “success” 
means moving forward by sug-
gesting, motivating or just plain 
listening then getting out of the 
way. 
   “Let’s have an example or two of 
forward motion”, piped up one of 
the interrogators.  So, I rattled off 
a few, noting that membership 
was now about 50, our meeting 
programs varied, related to all as-
pects of model building, and 
through a questionnaire, pro-
grams are usually tailored to 
broad group needs; most are 
taped and placed in a lending li-
brary.  In that building skills may 
range from opening the kit to un-
rolling the plans for scratch build-
ing a model.  Two day seminars, 
air brushing, spilling and oar mak-
ing on the lathe were designed to 
allow for small group, hands-on: 
they were well attended, thanks 
to Ray Oswalt, Bob Filipowski 
and Kurt Van Dahm. 
   I enjoy being a member of the 
Midwest Model Shipwrights and, 
if guilt by association can be a 
positive, then look at the Nautical 
Research Journal, Fall 2009.  
Here we have a book review by 
Gus Agustin and photographs of 
miniatures by Tim Riggs and 
Gus Agustin.  Also noted are the 
organizational skills of Kurt Van 
Dahm in putting together local 
NRG model symposiums.  At our 
meeting we have skills and 
knowledge of these members up 
close and comfortable; they are 
easy to talk to and willing to 
share.  As a matter of fact, many 
of our meetings evolve from  their  

skills that can be translated to any 
scale. 
   I began to see the questioners 
shuffling their feet as I continued my 
list.  “So”, I continued, in looking 
backward and forward, you see the 
positive evolution of the Forecastle 
Report into a first rate newsletter, re-
developed by John Mitchell.   
Reading from cover to cover, I find 
great color photographs of vessels 
displayed in “Ships-on-Deck”, a 
summary of meeting business, more 
than ample coverage of the 
“Program” (with) possibly a video 
available later, if a member missed 
the meeting, and an article of a nau-
tical nature, plus much more.  Leon 
Sirota does a yeoman’s job as club 
photographer.  His color photogra-
phy abounds in the newsletter.  The 
pictures always give a bird’s eye 
view of the vessel. 
   Last, but certainly not least, Ship-
wrights, the club’s web site became 
available just this month.  John Po-
cius has designed a banner web 
site with Bob Filipowski, Leon Si-
rota’s, and Tim Riggs’ labors.  
[Hope I did not forget anyone].  I 
could go on for another page, but 
you have got to “SEE IT”!  “Google” 
at midwestmodelshipwrights. 
   Well, that ended my diatribe and 
they walked off shaking their heads. 

FROM THE COMMODORE’S CABIN 

Sid Wotman 

Bob Filipowski 

Kurt Van Dahm 

Gus Agustin 

John Pocius 

John Mitchell 

Leon Sirota 

Tim Riggs 

Ray Oswalt 

Sid Wotman 

The Commodore 
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 See Ships-on-Deck, Page 4              

● ● Ships on Deck ●●   

Ken Goetz tells us he is se-
rious about taking a break 
from his labors on his “Model 
Shipways” USS Constitution 
(1:76).  That’s a great way to 
allow one’s creative juices to 
rejuvenate themselves and 
we would expect even 

g r e a t e r 
efforts to result, once Ken has re-

turned to work.  For now, the 
results to date have been 

truly outstanding.  Brass 
railings, assembled with 
epoxy glue, looked great, 
as did the shot racks, mast 
rings, fife rails and deck 

eye bolts.  Hurry back, 
mate.  

 
Kurt Van Dahm fascinated us with the details he was 
able to install into the pilot house of 
his “Model Shipways” kit of the 
stern-wheel steamer Chaperon 
(1:48).  Like other models he 
has built in the roll of a 
manufacturer’s field tester, 
there were some incon-
sistencies in the pilot 
house that needed cor-
rection, but overall the 
parts went together without 

trouble.  The 
stove stack was out of 
place and the front win-
dow needed to be built 
without glass, as actual 
pictures of the original did 
not have any installed.  
That must have been an 
ordeal for the helmsman 

in bad weather!  Wooden 
dowel smoke stacks were 
replaced by PVC pipe to 
eliminate the task of filling 
and sanding the wood. 
Decorative stack tops 
were cut from thin brass 
sheet rather than the pa-
per called out in the kit 
instructions.  Can’t wait to 
see the whole thing to-
gether. 

Gus Agustin certainly earned the pleasure of being able 
to say he has completed work on his 1:192 model of the 
HMS St. George;  after investing 1500 hours of work over 
1½ years , who wouldn’t?  Yet to be 

comp le ted 
are the base 
and a case.  
The model is 

in “Admiralty 
Dockyard” con-

figuration and will 

not 
be set up with masts or rig-
ging.  We all agreed that this 
one is a great candidate for a 
gold medal next year.  Great 
to see you back at work, 
mate. 
 
Bruce Hoff delighted us with 
his very beautifully turned 
brass model of a 9” Dahlgren 
Gun using plans found in a 
booklet from the U S Naval 
Academy. This one was in a 
scale of 5/8” = 1’ .   

In the Wikipedia drawing (below), the gun is mounted on 
a Marsilly Carriage for use as a broadside gun.  Bruce 
had also nicely modeled this carriage as part of his pres-
entation.  To prevent the drill from seizing when drilling 
out the hole for the trunnion, Bruce was advised to modify 
the  face angle of his drill. Great job mate! 
 
(Editor’s note:  As referenced in Wikipedia.org, Dahlgren 
guns were muz-
zle loading na-
val artillery de-
signed by Rear 
Admiral John A. 
Dahlgren USN 
a n d  u s e d 
mostly in the 
period of the 
American Civil 
War) 
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Ships-on-Deck, continued from page 3 

Rich Romaniak continues to add detail to his composite 
model of a French 74, ca 1780, at a scale of 1:50.  This 
started life as a “Heller” kit but has 
gone way beyond what the kit 
would have provided.  All the 
m i n i a t u r e blocks have been 
made from scratch out of wood 
and Rich’s efforts to maintain a 
true scale are evident in the 

very, very small 
diameter of 
the rigging 

thread - the 
sourcing of 

which is a 
c o n s t a n t 
challenge for 

h i m (fly tying stores 
w e r e recommended by the 
group) .  This is a wonderful example of 
what can be done to enhance a kit.  Great job, mate. 
 
Ralph Sykes, Jr. 
brought in a 1:64 
“Amati” kit of the HMS 
Fly, 1776.  This beauty 
is in the final stages of 
completion and will be 
finished off with some 
help from Bob.  The kit’s 
materials and plans 
were first rate and went 
together without prob-
lems - unlike many of its 
ilk. 
   
Bob Sykes, not to be outdone, also produced a fine look-

ing result with his 1:80 
“OcCre” kit of Corsair, 
18th Century Pirate Ship.  
Despite all the many 
problems that can be 
found in a kit, Bob consis-
tently finds a way to bring 
it all together in a fine 
piece of workmanship.   

Of special interest 
were the crew 
figures he added 
from “HO” model 
railroad stock 
modified to new 
action poses.  
Nice idea, mate.   

Bob Filipowski’s new project is a “Beaudreau” two-
masted French schooner (1:48) but he is starting with the 
ship’s boat first.  
A wooden plug 
was constructed 
with all the sta-
tion lines drawn 
on to aid in  
carving to the 
plan contours at 
each station.  
Care is being 
taken to allow 
for the plank width, as the station lines on the plan are 
drawn to the outside dimension of the hull.  A good point 
to remember, mates! 
 
David Botton very proudly demonstrated the efforts he 
had made in constructing 1:96 scale trestle trees for his 
model of the fishing schooner Benjamin W. 
Latham.  The key to this de-
tail was that 

he made 
the parts from nickel-silver 

and epoxied them together.  Very painstaking 
work at that scale, we can assure you. 
 
Tim Riggs gave us a nice revival viewing of his card 
model HMS Cerberus, 1:250, an 1860s Australian harbor 

defense monitor. Really a very nice reminder of what can 
be done with card models when proper construction tech-
niques are followed and select, after-market photo-etched 
parts are adapted. 
 
As an added treat, Tim 
also brought along his 
composite model of a 
Fleet Submarine, which 
sported some home 
made decals. 
Thanks, mate, for the 
added touches. 
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TDN1TDN1--11  
By Bob Filipowski 

 
 

II n the last few years there has been an increased inter-
est in the paddlewheel aircraft carriers, USS Sable and 

USS Wolverine that operated out of Chicago during 
WWII. Although not combat vessels, their unique design 
and contributions to winning the war have made them a 
natural for modern model warship enthusiasts. Rumors 
have it that a book featuring these vessels is in the works, 
which would certainly be a welcomed edition to many li-
braries. 

  I recently came across a photo of the USS Sable with 
two rather strange aircraft on the flight deck. The caption 
read: “TDN1-1 landing aboard the USS Sable.” I’ve al-
ways had an interest in WWII aircraft, and this one had 
me stumped. The light tricycle landing gear and small en-
gines suggested that it was not a combat fighter or 
bomber, and yet it had some considerable size to it. So, 
what were they? 
  After not having any success on my own, I contacted a 
number of Shipwright members for their opinions. John 
Mitchell suggested that the designation “TDN” might 
stand for Target Drone Navy, but we both agreed that 
these planes were much too large to be expended for tar-
get practice. Tim Riggs would eventually point us in the 
right direction, and confirm that John was correct. These 
were indeed drones, but providing gunnery practice for 
navy gun crews was not their intended function. 
  Believe it or not, the first pilotless drone flew in 1936. 
Over the years, they would vary in size from an over 
grown model airplane, which was used for gunnery prac-
tice, to the purpose built twin engine TDN1-1. An example 
of almost every aircraft in the United States arsenal was 
retrofitted for test purposes at one point or another. 
  During WWII, guidance systems were still in their infancy 

so drones had to 
be controlled from 
the ground, from 
ships or by mother-
p lanes  ca l led 
“Queens”. In the 
photo at the right, 
an F6F Hellcat 
drone is piloted by 
a Queen. The sec-
ond mother-plane 
was supposedly 
there if something 
went wrong. 
  The TDN1-1 was 
a plywood built aircraft developed by the Naval Aircraft 
Factory and was actually an assault drone that was capa-
ble of carrying a 2000 lb bomb! One website states that 
they were deployed to the Pacific, and used against the 
Japanese. There was no mention of how successful they 
were. 
 Since the Pacific war was primarily a naval war, the pres-
ence of two of these aircraft aboard the Sable can be ex-
plained. It would seem that at least the USS Sable was 
being used for more than pilot qualifications. The training 
of crews to 
service and 
arm these 
drones would 
have been 
necessary, not 
to mention the 
need for ex-
perienced mother-plane pilots. 
  If you look closely, there are some other aspects of our 
“mystery” photo that aren’t as easily explained. The cap-
tion stated that the TDN1-1 was landing. Notice that there 
are crewmen standing on the flight deck in the back-
ground. It’s highly doubtful that anyone would have been 
standing there while a plane was landing—especially a 
drone! It’s more likely that the plane was taking off. 
  Both the 
Sable and 
Wolverine 
had their 
islands on 
the star-
board side. 
That being 
the case, 
this presents another oddity in the photo. The drone is 
actually heading toward the stern. Note the arresting ca-
bles in the foreground, and the smoke from the stack trail-
ing forward, which would suggest the carrier was steam-
ing in reverse or at a dead stop. The rationale may have 
had something to do with the location of the Sable’s is-
land, which was pretty far forward.  They probably wanted 
to give these pilotless aircraft as much room as possible!  
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●● USS Nautilus (SSN-571)●● 

   USS Nautilus (SSN-571) was the world’s first opera-
tional nuclear-powered submarine and the first vessel to 
complete a submerged transit across the North  Pole. 
   In July 1951 the US Congress authorized the construc-
tion of a nuclear-powered submarine for the U.S. Navy, 

which was planned and 
personally supervised 
by Admiral Hyman G. 
Rickover, known as the 
“Father of the Nuclear 
Navy”.   
   Nautilus’s keel was 
laid at General Dy-
namic’s Electric Boat 
Division in Groton, CT 
by President Harry S. 
Truman on 14 June 
1952, and the ship was 
designed by John Burn-
ham.  She was chris-
tened on 21 January 

1954 and launched into the Thames River, sponsored by 
Mamie Eisenhower, the wife of Truman’s successor, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower.  Nautilus was commissioned on 
30 September 1954, under the command of Commander 
Eugene P. Wilkinson, USN. 
   Nautilus was powered by the S2W naval reactor, a 
pressurized water reactor produced for the U.S. Navy by 
Westinghouse Electric Corp. 
   On her shakedown cruise Nautilus traveled  from New 

London to San Juan, Puerto Rico and covered 1,200 nmi 
in less than ninety hours.  At that time this was the long-
est submerged cruise by a submarine and at the highest 
sustained speed ever recorded. 

Name: USS Nautilus 
Builder:  General Dynamics 
Laid down:  14 June 1952 
Launched:  21 January 1954 
Commissioned:  30 Sept 1954 
Struck: 3 March 1980 
Fate: Retained by Navy as museum 
 
Length: 320 ft  
Beam:  28 ft.   
Draft:  26 ft.  
Displacement:  2,980 tons light 
Crew:   13 officers, 92 men  
Armament:  6 torpedo tubes 

This article was compiled from information in the public domain found on 
the web at Wikipedia.org. 

Decals, continued from page 1 

Scuttlebutt, continued from page 1 

Kurt Van Dahm made a 
belated Gold Medal 
prize award to Bruce 
Hoff for his Advanced 
Scratch-built Piskataqua 
River Gundalow shown 
at this year’s Manitowoc 
show.  Nice going, mate, 
and three cheers from 
us all. 

ways: by scanning the artwork into a program like MS/
Word, Photoshop Paintshop Pro or MS/Paint, as some 
examples.  For text you can start selecting a font in Word 
by specifying color as well as size.  Graphics programs 
such as AutoCad, VersaCad, CadPro or other Cad 
(computer aided design) programs for graphics can be 
utilized. 
   With your design saved, you should make a test print on 
regular printer paper to check size, color, etc.  When your 
design is acceptable, you put the special paper provided 
in the kit into your printer and print.  Follow the instruc-
tions that came with the paper. 
   The printed artwork is not yet a decal.  It will need a 
cover sealing coat applied to the artwork.  
The sealer material, being clear, will lift off 
the paper with the printed artwork to be-
come the complete decal.  (I use card stock 
to mask off the unused areas of the paper 
before applying the fixative spray.  This al-
lows me to use the remainder of the sheet 
for another design in the future).  Spray the 
unmasked area and set the paper aside to allow the fixa-
tive to dry according to kit instructions. 
   Decals go on and hide better when applied to a gloss 
painted surface.  The edges of the decal that can some-
times appear silvery disappear on a gloss surface.  If the 
model has already been painted with dull paint, use a 
gloss coat on the areas where the decals will go then Dull 
Coat after the decal has dried. 
   To apply a decal, prepare a shallow dish with warm wa-
ter in it.  Cut the decal from the sheet and place it in the 
water (after about 30 seconds the decal can be slid from 
the paper backing).  Using tweezers, remove the paper 
from the water, position it on the model and carefully slide 
the decal off the paper onto the model.  Care should be 
taken to now move the decal into its final position.  If it 
becomes difficult to move, simply add a drop of water to 
the decal and it will float the decal on the model’s surface.  
Once in place, carefully remove any excess water with a 
lint free towel, Q-tip or the corner of a paper napkin.   
   Once the decal is completely dry, a coat of clear Dull 
Coat can be applied over the decal to permanently seal it 
in place.   
 
Thanks, Tim, for giving us all the straight scoop on this. 



 
John R. Mitchell, Editor 
2011 N Charter Point Dr. ● Arlington Hts., IL  60004 


