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ǒ ǒ Scuttlebutt ǒǒ  

COMMODORE, Bob Filipowski, opened the  
August 2017 meeting at 7:30 with a loyal crew 
of 24 on deck.   We welcomed back our mate, 
Tim Riggs, who paid us a visit from his new 
home in Texas.  Great to have you among us 
again, mate.   We also welcomed a guest, Dan 
Cicero, from the Nautical Research and Model 
Ship Society club.  Glad you could make it, Dan. 
 
   We held a great raffle that had as a prize the 
ñCorelò kit of a Wasa 
cross-section donated 
by Gus Agustin.  
Thanks, Gus, for add-
ing such a great 
measure of enjoy-
ment to the evening, 
and congratulations to 
Richard Romaniak on 
winning this coveted item! 
 
 

Heads up on the NRG Conference 
Oct 25-28, 2017 

 

  The 2017 Nautical Research Guild Conference 
will be held in St. Petersburg, FL at the Hilton 
Bayfront Hotel.  The NRG has arranged a spe-
cial room rate of $145.00 per night, and can be 
extended two days before the Conference and 
two days after the close.  The last day to get this 
great rate is September 25th so, if you are go-
ing, nowôs the time to make your move on a ho-
tel room. 

 

September Meeting Notice 
 

Lofting Revealed 
By Gordon Field 

 

Gordon Field is going to help us under-
stand what all those lines on a shipôs 
drawing represent.  This will be your 
chance to become familiar with the sub-
ject of ñLoftingò and how to use this infor-
mation to help you build more accurate 
ship models. 

 
Our next meeting will be at 7:15 p.m.  
Wednesday, September 20, 2017 

At: The South Church 
501 S. Emerson Street   
Mount Prospect, IL 
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   In his opening remarks, Bob Filipowski stated that 
the story of the Alvin Clark, and Frank Hoffman, the 
man responsible for bringing her to the surface after 
105 years on the bottom of Green Bay, is akin to a 
Greek Tragedy.  Both the ship and the man would 
eventually be destroyed by circumstances beyond 
their control. 
   Bob started the presen-
tation with a brief history of 
the Clark, relating numer-
ous little known facts about 
the ship.  One of the most 
intriguing involved the fact 
that this Great Lakes Brig-
antine was involved in the 
pirating of lumber taken 
from Federal lands located 
in remote regions of the 
Great Lakes.  The lumber trade was a very lucrative 
business during the 19th century, especially in Chi-
cago. 

 

Saga of the Mystery Ship 
 Alvin Clark     

By  Bob Filipowski 
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   At one point, Federal marshals actually caught up 
with the Alvin Clark in Grand Haven, Michigan, jailed 
the captain, and confiscated the ship and lumber.  
The crew was able to free their captain, retake the 
ship and cargo, and escape to Chicago where the 
lumber was sold! 
   In 1864, the Alvin Clark was headed for Oconto, 
Wisconsin, when the ship was hit by a sudden gale 
off Chambers Island in the bay of Green Bay.  She 
was running empty, under full sail, and the hatch 
covers had been removed so the cargo hold could 
be cleaned out.  This was a recipe for disaster, and 
the Clark capsized and quickly sank.  Of the five 
crewmembers, only two seamen survived.  The cas-
ualties included the captain, first mate, and a paying 
passenger.  She would remain on the bottom for the 
next 105 years. 

   In 1967, a fisherman snagged his net on the Clark, 
and asked a local tavern owner/scuba diver, Frank 
Hoffman, if he could help retrieve it.  Frank was able 
to accomplish this, and in the process discovered a 
wreck that was in remarkable condition.  His fascina-
tion with the vessel would eventually lead him down 
a path to financial ruin as he invested his net worth 
in bringing the Clark to the surface. 
   Hoffman assembled a team of amateur divers, and 
through sheer determination and ingenuity, they 
were able to raise the 220 ton ship from a depth of 
110 feet.  Itôs interesting to note that the Alvin Clark 
did not feature any name boards, which is under-
standable considering the type of ñbusinessò she 
was involved in!  It would be a year before her identi-
ty could be determined. 
   The accolades Hoffman received came from near 
and far.  The first two years the ship was quite a 
sensation as an estimated 50,000 paying customers  

visited the vessel each year.  However, interest 
waned, and the funds needed to maintain the Clark 
became hard to come by.  The anticipated govern-
ment subsidies never materialized, and the Alvin 
Clark began to deteriorate. 
   This sad process was aptly demonstrated by Bob 
in his presentation using illustrations taken off the 
Internet, and with photos he took in 1984 when he 
visited the Clark.  Here are a few of those photos: 

   In 1987, Hoffman was able to sell the Clark and 
property for $117,000.  He then moved to Florida 
where he lived out the rest of his life.  In 1994 the 
Alvin Clark was bull-dozed, and sent to a landfill. 
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