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● Scuttlebutt ●
Commodore Sid Wotman opened the meeting at 7
bells with 25 hands reporting on deck. Nice turnout on a cold, cold winter’s night. With no guests
to introduce, Sid then called for announcements.
Kurt Van Dahm reported that the Tri-Club
now has its new PC projector with its lower
cost bulb. The old projector is still usable, as long
as its bulb holds out; but, once that burns out, the old projector is history.
Also reported by Kurt were the dates for the 2009 Wisconsin Maritime Museum Model Boat Show and Contest
Modeler’s Symposium in Manitowoc, WI, now set for the
3rd weekend in May (15-17). In conjunction with this
event, the 40th Anniversary of the Wisconsin Maritime
Museum will also be celebrated. Noted author David
Antscherl of Toronto, will speak on “Making Masts, Tops,
Caps, Trees and Spars” and Steve Wheeler, from Colorado and Associate Member of the Shipwrights, will speak
on “Making the Lapstrake Hull”. The Symposium is Saturday afternoon, May 16 from 1:00 to 4:30 PM.
A final report by outgoing Purser, Bob Filipowski, indicated our year-end balance, after expenses for meeting
room rent and a share of the new PC Projector, remained
very favorable. We are, therefore, entering the new year
in a healthy state, finance wise.
Irwin Schuster, Tampa Bay Ship Model Society, says
that the product “DEFT” sealer appears to be loosing
shelf space at many retail outlets. If you use this product,
you should check out their web site for availability.
Thanks, Irwin.
Kurt Van Dahm gave us a tip he received from David
Antscherl on substituting “Conservator’s Wax” for beeswax in the treatment of rigging line. This may be a good
idea due to a potential problem with the higher acid content of beeswax.
John Graham has a never-used “Preac” sander for
sale, including several extra sanding tubes of various
grits. Asking price is $175. If you have an interest, you
can contact John on his cell phone: (630) 390-9451 or at
his email address: CubFlyer1940@Yahoo.com.

February Meeting Notice
“Tool Sharpening”
By

Ray Oswalt
Here is a presentation that will really keep you on edge….pun
intended. We all have a workshop full of dull cutting tools
that could stand a good sharpening...and “good” is the operative word. How to get them sharp without ruining the tool
altogether, is the question and Ray will clue us in on that.
Don’t miss this one, if you want to stay sharp this year!!
Third in our new series, Historical American Warships, features the US Brig Niagara. Her history is directly connected
to our Great Lakes maritime heritage as well as the proud
history of the US Navy and the establishment of our nation’s
boundaries. Read about it on page 5.

Our next meeting will be at 7:15 p.m. Wednesday,
February 18, 2009
At the Community Presbyterian Church
407 Main Street in Mount Prospect

z

Finishing Your Model z

Our program on “Finishing Your Model” was a big success, judging from the intensity of the discussions held at
each of the three separate Round Tables.
Table One featured the team of Bob (Filipowski) and
Ray (Oswalt) who covered weathering, antiquing, paints,
stains, etc. used on the hull and deck.
Hmm,
OK Ray

Sounds
good to me

See Scuttlebutt, Page 3
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● Ships on Deck ●
 Off Site 
Ed Coty, our club founder, is reawakening his interest in modeling
again after a long hiatus and has
dusted off his “Billings” model of a
Viking ship.
Kit supplied
materials
were so bad
that Ed rebuilt the ship
from scratch
and added a
host of scratch built cargo, which
are so spectacular that we are
attaching his photos to prove a
point...that Ed really “has it” when
it comes to modeling. Hope we’ll
see you back at club meetings
again soon, mate.
Steve Wheeler has added a couple of very fine details to
his Hunting Launch including a ship’s wheel and a bronze
prop. Steve wrights: “I sliver soldered
the prop—its all polished but I haven’t
plated it yet (I’ll put gold on it but I’ll wait
until I have all the rest of the fittings
made).
The
wheel is actually
built up in three
layers, with six
segments per layer. I edge glued
pie shaped segments together
and sawed the results roughly
round, then carefully chucked the
wheel in my lathe and turned the
ID with a boring bar”. Very nice!
 On Site 
Robert Sykes brought in his “Aritsania-Latina” model of
the USS Constellation (1:85) showing some really fine

work on the stern, where Bob
had done a plank bending job to
perfection, as you can see from
this photo insert.

Bob also had designed a plank bending
frame, which cut his work time considerably. Another time shortening device
was the gun port frame
jig he had made. This
helped assure the uniform appearance of all the
gun ports. Great ideas, mate.
Contrary to his last report, Kurt Van Dahm did bring in
his completed model of the tug Redondo (1:19.2) and
what a joy it was to see.
Not as heavy as it will
be once the R/C gear
and ballast have been
added, it still looked
formidable. Wonderful
detail in all the places
where details really
count—deck furniture,
hatch covers, and that
pilot house. The radio
antennas were made
from acupuncture needles—now that’s a clever selection
of materials! And they really look like whip antennas!
Thanks, mate, for giving us a final view. Save us some
launching photos.
Tony Sergios has finished his “Model Shipways” kit of
the HMS Bounty Launch and says it was one of the nicest
kits he’d ever built “great instructions”. The
results speak for themselves, as the finished
product looks top notch.
This was a “plank on
frame” type of construction built upside down

on a set of formers.
All the hardware
was very authentic
looking and well
researched,
right
down to the Captain’s sea chest and
the broken anchor. Bare wood was finished with Tung Oil
and the flag was made using Gus Agustin’s method.
Tony also showed us his next project, a Chesapeake
Bay Skipjack kit by “Midwest Products”
(7/16”=1’0”).
Construction
is
balsa sheet on
bulkheads.
Tony decided to
plank the deck rather
than follow the kit’s
See Ships-on-Deck, Page 3
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Ships-on-Deck, continued from page 2

instructions to simply penciling in the plank lines. Mahogany was used with black marker on one edge to accentuate the seam line. Good choice, mate.
Ken Goetz is still
busy on the hull of his
“Model Shipways” kit
of the USS Constitution (1:76) and has
just completed work
on the rudder with its
gudgeons & pintles,
which were scratch
built from brass using
silver solder techniques. A concern for
Ken has been in the
area of the bow with the “cheek knees”, “trail board” and
“hawse pipes”. The bowsprit had to first be installed before the other details could be
added. Decorations
on
the
cheek knees and
trail boards was
applied using paper with dull-coat
c o v e r i n g .
Coppering on the
hull was from the
kit and consisted
of over 2500 individual pieces. A
beauty, mate!
Jim Merritt’s work on his 1:54 scale model of the
“Mamoli” kit Yacht Mary looks a lot less porcupine-like
now that he has installed and trimmed all the treenails.
Treenails in the ebony parts were a problem, so Jim used
the black bristles from a hairbrush for this - very cleaver!

will be to size the plank runs to fit into these areas. Looks
like the planking workshop really helped, mate!
Tim Riggs’ model of the Yangtze River Gun Boat USS
Payay PR-6 (1:192) has shown nice progress on the fine
details since last month. The windows were all glazed
using “Crystal Clear” product, which didn’t please Tim all
that much - better
would
have
been
a
clear

plastic sheet on the inside (at that scale). Windows on
the aft deck house were outlined using home made decals (a subject of a future presentation) as were the hull
striping. Guns were also built up using resin and photoetched parts. Tim says: “it’s quite fun but resin is a new
medium for me and requires a tremendous amount of
sanding”. Time well spent, mate!
Sid Wotman has been faithfully engaged in reaching the
heights of rigging excellence with his work on the mizzen
mast for his Charles W. Morgan whaler. Following advice
received, he has been putting as many lines on the masts
as possible before mounting the masts to the hull. In
keeping with his attention to detail on this model, Sid
found that the rat lines on the real ship were actually
made of wood rather than the usual rope. His plan is to
first glue the thin wood strips to the stays and then apply
(suture) thread to simulate the correct attachment.. Nice
attention to detail, Commodore (see photo on p.4).
Bob
Filipowski’s
1/2-hull model of the
clipper Black Hawk
(1:192) was done
from a kit by “North
Eastern”. The hull
had been planked in
mahogany
and
treated with “Tung
Oil”. Bob used this as a example during our round table.
Scuttlebutt, continued from page 1

Correction tape was applied to the lower hull at the bulkhead locations. Each tape was divided into 4 equal parts
and lines were drawn on the hull to connect these to detail planking areas (in place of installing battens). Next job

Word has come that our friends at “Ship Chandler” are
having a giant sale:
Ship & Military Kits - 20-33% off + added 10% to club
members.
Books, Tools & Fittings - 10% off to club members.
Ship Chandler
518 E. NW Hwy

The Forecastle Report, Feb. 2009 - P.4
Finishing, continued from page 1

Weathered Decks or Decks Awash

Tim (Riggs) covered mounting and cases for the model at
Table Two, with some really brilliant examples of his
miniatures.
I think he’s
got it

Table Three dealt with rigging and knot tying led by Sid
(Wotman) and Doc (Williams).
Easy going
there, Sid

Condensed from an article by Ray Oswalt
A few days out in the sun and salt water quickly removes the
‘Saw Mill New’ appearance of wood.
A. Printed decks that come with some kits are hopeless and
should be discarded & replaced.
B. Replacement decks for upgrading
1.
Basswood striated or grooved in sheet form
2. Basswood pre-glued planks in sheet form
3. Individually laid planks. By far the best and only
method for serious modelers.
C. Finishing completed & installed decks
1.
Scrape decks (single edge razor blade)
2. Seal the deck—synthetic steel wool when dry
3. Apply one or more coats of wash
4. Sealing & polishing the deck surface before applying
wash coat assures better uniformity and easier
control of final color

Tie it
tight!

Tips from the “Bitter Ends” Table

By Sid Wotman

1.
2.
3.

Action
Weathering & Shading Effects In Water Base Mediums

Condensed from an article by Ray Oswalt

1. Four basic weathering operations are:
Washes (fill small gaps), Dry Brushing (for highlights), Air Brush
Techniques & Pastel Chalks.
2. Warnings:

•

Always test flat varnish on glossy finishes before applying to
the model. Some revert to gloss varnish over time, even if
unopened.

•

Never attempt to weather over surfaces that have not completely cured.

•

Using oil based mediums over water based mediums is ok.
Avoid coating water based paints over oil or solvent based
paints.

If rope walk not available, better to under-size line(s) scale
diameter than over-size.
Most forward, lower shrouds on all masts are served to reduce chaffing by the sail.
The doublings on the upper deadeyes, when tied off, ‘faced’
forward on the starboard and aft on the port side.

Cases & Mountings Table

Photos By Gus Agustin

Since a picture is worth a thousand
words, we’ll let these photos demonstrate a useful method for constructing
a very nice model case.

•

Use of lacquer sanding sealer on raw wood is preferable to
water based sealers because of the way water raises wood
grain.
3. Washes - Usually first step in weathering to accent surface
texture & bring out detail. A wash is greatly diluted paint, noticeably darker than the basic color of the model.
4. Dry Brusing - Is the use of a brush from which most of the
paint has been brushed out on some other surface. It is then
applied to any or all raised detail on the model by whisking it back
and forth to merely highlight the tips and edges of the details.
5. Pastel Chalks - Pastels require a spray fixative to prevent
them from smudging, and this sometimes affects the colors already on the model. Used to depict dust (on military armor).

And thanks to Gus
Agustin for his
photos. They made
up for his absence.

There was something there for everyone and everyone
took away with them some valuable tips to help make
their modeling experience more enjoyable and productive.
Thanks to all the presenters for coming so well prepared.
Your efforts really helped make the evening special. 
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Planking Workshop II

A

s expected, Ray Oswalt and Bob Filipowski felt that
they did a better job this time around explaining the
intricacies of planking a ship’s hull. It was interesting to
note that they had slightly different approaches, which
were both explained to those in attendance. It might have
been a case of risking information overload, but they
wanted to give everyone some options, which seemed to
work out well.
Laying out the
proportions of a
plank was emphasized during
both sessions of
Planking Workshop II, but it did
not interfere with
actual hands-on
practice
that
included laying
out a 1/2 check
stealer and drop
Bob Ivan
plank.
Attendees included Jerry Heninger, Bob Ivan, Jim Merritt, Tony Serigos, Cole Seskind, Dick Somajla, and Selwyn Zun of the North Shore Deadeyes. The next planking
workshop is going to be held at Kurt Van Dahm’s studio,
which is the
home of the Chicago
Nautical
Research
and
Model Ship Society. No date
has been set at
this time.
Ray and Bob
stated that they
are open to having other workshops if the inL-R Ray Oswalt & Cole Seskind
terest is there.
All that’s required is a little
feed back on
your part. This is
a great opportunity mates. Why
not take advantage of it!

Jim Merritt

z

US Brig Niagara z

Third in our series on
Historic
American
Warships is the US
Brig Niagara, once the
relief flagship of Commodore Oliver Hazard
Perry in the War of
1812 “Battle of Lake
Erie”, September 10,
1813. In that battle,
Perry’s defeat of the
British gave the US
control of Lake Erie,
freeing the upper
lakes from the threat of invasion. He is also famous for
having sent the classic message of victory, “We have met
the enemy and they are ours…”
Niagara covered the
Builder: Adam & Noah Brown,
landings at the mouth of
Presque Isle (Erie), Pa.
the Detroit River which
Launched: 1813
captured Malden on 23
Out of Service: 1820
September, then covRestored: 1990
ered the Army’s adLength: 198 feet overall
vance up the Detroit to
Beam: 31 feet
Lake St. Claire as they
Draft: 10 ft., 6 in.
pursued the retreating
Displacement: 295 tons
British. After wintering
Foremast: 113 ft., 4 in. above wa- at Erie, she returned to
terline.
patrol and convoy opMainmast: 118 ft., 4 in. above
erations which included
waterline.
the capture of British
Crew: Appx. 155
ships Mink, Nancy,
Armament: (1813) 18x32-pound
Perserverance,
and
carronades; 2x12-pound long guns. Batteau. She wintered
at Erie once more in
1814, then served as receiving ship there until sunk in
Misery Bay for preservation in 1820.
The wreck was raised and rebuilt in 1913 to commemorate the centennial of the battle at Put-In-Bay, Ohio. Niagara was rebuilt again between
1933 and 1943 and placed
ashore in downtown Erie. She
underwent her third reconstruction, between 1988 and
1990, which enabled her to
return to the water as an active
sailing ship again.
Sailing
again, Niagara serves as a
reminder of one of the United
States’ greatest naval victories of the 19th century and of
the nearly two centuries of peace between the United
States and Canada that have followed. Her operating
base is the Erie Maritime Museum.
This article was compiled from a Government Publication in the public
domain, “Dictionary of American Fighting Ships”, and the web site:
www.hnsa.org/ships/hiagara.htm.

John R. Mitchell, Editor
2011 N Charter Point Dr. ● Arlington Hts., IL 60004

