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COMMODORE, Bob Filipowski, opened the July 2016
meeting at 7:30 with a loyal crew of 23 on board. While
attendance was lower than previous months, vacations
are the norm for this time of year and probably accounted
for the turnout.
We heard a personal message from our
mate, Sid Wotman, who, sadly and with
many personal regrets, let us all know that,
due to health reasons, he will no longer be
building models. Sid promised us that he
would remain a loyal club member and attend meetings, when possible, to give us all
the benefit of his vast modeling experience. For that and
for all his past contributions to this club we are eternally
grateful. We look forward to many more years of sharing
his friendship and his love of modeling and wish him all
the best in the future.
An updated Tri-Club Video Library list was passed
around and discussed. Bob Filipowski has stated that “with approximately 50 topics to pick from, this is a ship
modeling resource that is rare among clubs in the United
States”. Several DVDs were sold at the meeting with another 23 placed on order. Proceeds go to the Tri-Club
treasury, which benefits all three Chicago area clubs as
well as the Wisconsin Maritime Museum Model Ships &
Boats Contest. (See the complete list on P.5).
Kurt Van Dahm gave us an update on this
year’s NRG Conference being held in San
Diego, October 6-8, 2016. Conference
information and registration forms can be
found on the NRG web site at:

www.thenrg.org

Kurt says the afternoon tour is almost filled up, so if you
are planning to attend and have not signed up yet, time is
running out.



August 2016

August Meeting Notice
Photo Hints & Tips
by Kurt Van Dahm

Kurt has a fine PowerPoint presentation that will
bring us all up to par on how to create really professional photos of our models. This skill is very useful
when it comes to making a record of the phases you
have gone through to create your model. Such a photo
record is also key to presenting your model in any competition. Bring your camera and don’t miss the show.
Our next meeting will be at 7:15 p.m.
Wednesday, August 17, 2016
The South Church
501 S. Emerson Street
Mount Prospect, IL

 Manitowoc Model Contest - Part 2 
by Bob Filipowski

Bob gave us a real tour of all the Masters model winners
as well as the RC models at the contest. After seeing all
the ships that float on the water’s surface we saw some of
the fish that swim beneath the waves. The new exhibit at
the Wisconsin Maritime Museum
features hand carved replicas of
local sport fish done up by Roger
Newhouse of Niagara, WI. Really
remarkable work.
A lot of interest was generated by
the RC boat demo, as several of
the models featured working steam
engine propulsion as opposed
to sail or electric motor drive.
The African Queen model

2015 OFFICERS & STAFF

President (Commodore) - Bob Filipowski.…….(847) 394-0757
Vice Pres (Flag Captain) - Glenn Estry ...….....(847) 259-1574
Treasurer (Ship’s Purser) - Allen Siegel …….....(847) 446-7248
Secretary ( Ship’s Clerk) - Bob Sykes .……....(630) 766-6645
Newsletter Editor
- John Mitchell .……...(847) 392-2259
Photographer
- Leon Sirota ...……....(847) 541-6285
Web Master
- John Pocius………....(630) 957-7298
jpdesign@mindspring.com

mirrored the work done
by our Kurt Van Dahm’s
static model of this iconic
craft.
See “MMC2“, Page 2
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Another entry that found special favor with Kurt was the
Gundola Philadelphia by Samuel Parent. In fact, its quality
led Kurt to exclaim that, after
seeing it, he had lost interest in
finishing his own model.
There were so many fine models shown in Bob’s presentation that we could not possibly show them all in this
newsletter. Therefore, we will concentrate on the Masters
Models built by our own members.
Ken Goetz opted
to show a photo of
his
magnificent
model of the USS
Constitution, in lieu
of the actual thing,
as transportation of
the model was too
difficult. Our luck
that we’ve seen the
real thing.

Gus Agustin always delivers the most impressive miniature work to be found anywhere. His HMS St. George
and the yacht Royal Caroline were no exception.

Richard Romaniak added
to the fine work he did on
his composite model of Le
Superbe c. 1784 by including a mini-diorama with water surface and tender boats
alongside.
Bob Filipowski doubled down on his Pink-Stern Schooner by adding a fishing dory in tow. Everything about this

Sid Wotman built a fine example of an English Bomb
Ketch.
model shows the best in paint finish, joinery and detailed
rigging. A real modeling symposium in one package.

Gordon Field’s Katy was beautifully done with some
really fine sails to round out the model’s appeal.
Allen Siegel’s Fair
American showed off
his great attention to
detail.

Bob’s
presentation was rounded off
with a look at the
tour given to the
Burger Boat Works.
Everyone got an
inside look at how
some of the worlds
finest yachts are
being built - right
here in America!
The only regret everyone had was that, if they hadn't
made the trip to Manitowoc, they missed out on one of
ship modeling’s great events. Many resolved to correct
this oversight in the future. Thanks, Bob, for an enjoyable
evening and for sharing all your observations with us.
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● Ships on Deck ●

Tim Foster, via Doc Williams, has sent in some photos of
his newest RC car ferry models. One is the Ann Arbor
No.2, the other the No.4. Really great detail, mate.
We’re all wondering how they float and we hope you can

bring them in some evening for us to see first hand.
Thanks for sharing your photos with us.
Doc Williams has built all new yards for his 1/8” scale
model of the USS Constitution, which he has been re-

John Mitchell’s 1:48 scratch-built model of the 1852
Great Lakes Clipper Schooner Challenge is now in the
rigging phase. Peak and throat halyards have been installed together with the associated downhaul tackle.
Mast stays have been set up and deadeyes installed.

Deadeye lanyards have also been installed but have not
been fixed firmly in place. Masts were not glued in place
but will be aligned by adjusting the deadeye lanyards. All
rigging line and blocks are from the “Syren Ship Model
Co.”. It was noted that the heavy line did need to be prestretched before installation, as it had a tendency to
stretch when the deadeye lanyards were tightened.
Basswood blocks were tinted by soaking in a thin solution
of burnt sienna oil paint and linseed oil. Main top mast
and bowsprit are being left off to the last to prevent accidental “workshop” damage.
Gordon Field built a beautiful long boat for his 3/16 scale
model of the privateer Rattlesnake. Gordon says it was
practice work but it looks very final to us. Typical con-

struction methods, using a carved plug over which to build
the hull, were used. Super job on this one, mate.

building. His selection of materials is unique, with the
yards made of beech wood and the stuns’le irons made of
plastic. The choice of plastic was a great one, as brass is
difficult to form and solder and, once painted, plastic or
brass will look absolutely alike. Coming up will be the
final fitting out with associated hardware.

See “Ships“, Page 4
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Kurt Van Dahm is building a 1:24 model of a Manshipco
tug boat using the “bread & butter” (lift) construction
method for the hull. This tug boat was used at Manitowoc
to move submarines in their shipbuilding facility.

To mark the lift lines for later reference when shaping the
hull, Kurt mixed brown acrylic paint with the “Tight-bond”
glue he used. Another detail worth noting was Kurt’s use
of carpenter’s biscuits to lock the two hull halves together.
This will assure proper hull alignment.
Glen Estry has finished laying down
the hull planking on
his 1:16 “Model Shipways” model of the
New Bedford Whaleboat. After completing the internal framing, the mold will
then be removed.
You really got it right
with your planking, mate. She’s looking very fine.

Allen Siegel commissioned
Gus Agustin to make an authentic set of flags for his
model of Henry Hudson’s ship
Half Moon (1:50) and they are
spectacular!
What an outstanding addition to an already
outstanding model!
From
masthead to keel, she’s a real
beauty, mate.
Richard Romaniak is building a 1:64 Armed Merchantman c. 1787 from a 1970’s
era plank on solid hull
“Marine Models” kit of a Baltimore Clipper. The transformation has been carried off
in beautiful fashion and the
overall appearance is very
convincing. All the deck furniture is very neatly done and
the scale crew figures really
add to the model’s appeal.

The Forecastle Report, August 2016 - P.5

Chicago Tri-Club Association Video List

Airbrush Techniques – New 3 Hours

Masts & Yards – Marty Meyer

Card Models

Photographing Ship Models – Kurt Van Dahm

Brodie Stove Construction

Carving an Ocean for Waterline Models – Gus Agustin

Paint Brush Care & Maintenance

Cases for Model Ships

Photo Etched Parts Made in Your Own Workshop – Toni
Levine
Plank on Bulkhead Models

Casting Resin Parts – Kurt Van Dahm

Planking Concepts

Colorado River Cataract Boat Construction

Resistance Soldering – Doc Williams

Coppering Techniques

Rope Making

Casting & RTV Molds – Alumilite Talk

Copper Plate Coloration – B. Filipowski
Crow’s Feet Rigging – R. Williams

Resistance Soldering – D. Crement
Rigging Techniques
Sail Making

Deadeye Construction – Phil Krol 30 Min.

Ships Boats – 2 Versions/Gus & J. Mitchell

Deck Cabin Construction (Gus)

Ships Lines and Draughts

Deck Cabin Construction (Bob)

Small Boat Construction - Ray Oswalt

Deck Construction – Older Version

Ships Lines & Solid Hull Models

Dockyard Model Construction - Gus

Stun Sail Booms

Electroplating Cast Resin Parts – J. Merritt

Turning Brass Canons

Deck Planking & Trunnels

Electroplating – S. Wheeler
Flags – Gus 2 Versions

Gold Leaf Application – Gus Agustin
Grating Construction

Silver Soldering

Tool Sharpening

Weathering Techniques

Windlass Construction (2 Versions)

Gudgeons & Pintles
Lathe Operation

Masting and Rigging with Fixtures
Mast Hoops

The Chicago Tri-Club Association video library is available to any member in good standing. The videos can be purchased
for $5.00 each. Non-members can purchase videos for $10.00 each. Out of town orders will require an additional mailing
cost of $5.00. There are no refunds for these DVD’s.

John R. Mitchell, Editor
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